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Overview | Intemational dealers in Moscow

A showcase of contemporary art

e Moscow World Fine Art. Fair, returm-
T ing to the heart of Moscow May 22.29

for its third year, will se¢ over half a bi
lion dallars worth of art on display as dealers
gather from all over the world 1o showcase
their prized pieces.

In recent years, Russian art collectors
have made headines abroad, buying Rus-
sian art at record rates at avctions in New
COW, in tum, s a city
that has more bilionaires than any other city
except for New York, and the
time has e for Russian collectors to stant
busying at in Russia.

Thits year's fair will again be held in the
hrcentury Man ge buiding, close to
Kremiin walls, Skdine Crutchfield,
genaral manager of the the event, says,
“We want to keep a5 it is ona of
the best in the wo Tre Man ge drew
some 5 bt the fair in 2005, al
mast double the number of visitors in s
opening year, and organizers hope to attract
even more attendees in 2006,

The Moscow World Fine

3 is organ

zed by At Culture Studio, a Swiss-based
company.

The foundation's head, Yves
50 OWNS an art-moving compary,
wal Le Coultre, which is welkexperienced
arting hundreds of millions. of dollars

' i countries wil
display a vast array of art, ranging from an
sient Scythian art 10 17k and 18th-century

o -

GALEE CHADFLALD

Avery rare gilt and chissled clock entitied “Périclis
et Anaxagore” (circa 1803-1809) by Frangais-Almé
Damerat and Etienne-Louis Forestier,

fumiture and contemporary art. Tanya
Rappo, vice president of At Culture Studio,
says, “The fair is on is way to becoming one
of the best in the world.” Crutchfield agrees,
adding: *| was told that we had all the most
mportant pecple and 2l the important cok
lectors last year.” Old Master paintings,
Asian art, and maps and manuscripts will
also be on display.

Although many of last year's dealers are
returning, this year's event focuses more on
Russian galeries, particularty on contempor-
ary art galleries that have not been featured
wvery frequently before. Among the biggest
names at the are Stella Art Gallery, the
first gallery in Moscow dedicated to Westem
contemporary art with a devoted space for
Russian contemporary artists, and Marat
Guelman Gallery, one of the most famous
Fussian contemperary galleries,

The Swiss artist Patrick Mimran will
stretch the physical confines of the fair as
his series of playful posters, with slogans
such as “Explanation Kills Art," and video in-
stallations are displayed throughout Mos-
COW.

Diamonds to dazzle

Last year's fair was a success for jewel
ers, and double the amount of jewelers wi
take part in this year's event to present an
array of precious gems, with diamonds being
a key focus among the jewel exhibitars,

“They're all coming back,” says Crutch
noting that the jeweler Van Cleef and
Arpels saxd it sold one pece worth an
amount that will pay for its taking part in the
fair for the next three years.

“Itis & new market,” says Marwan Chatila
of Chatila jewelers, who will take part in the
fair for the first time this year, “and there is
an economic boom and a new class of ci
ents who are wiling to spend.” Chatila will of-

fier, among other pleces, a diamond and plat-
inum necklace, adding that “diamonds are
quite popular in Russia,”

Chanel is another new dealer at the fair,
bringing, copies of its original jewelry collec-
tion designed by Coco Chanel as well as its
dazling platinum and diamond Comete
necklace.

Also decorated to dazzie, the Man ge's
ceilings will be adormed with chandeliers from
the Swarovski Crystal Palace collection, in-
cluding Michael Gabellinis Hover, which has
5,000 strands of crystal, B
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“Tulsa® (left) by Michael Anastassiades, “Mini Ball” {center) by Tom Dixon and “Lolita” (right) by Ron Arad are part of the Swarovsk Crystal Palace collection, which will be axhibited in the Manige,

Q&A | Ant Culture Studio

Celebrating Swiss-Russian relations through art

anya Rappo,
T wre Studio, which is the r

izer of the Moscow World Fine Art Fair,
talks about the event.

What will be popular at the fair?
The Russian public i Er} i

What is new at this year's fair?
This year, we will celebrate cultural and eco-
nomic relations between Sy t.ru.m\(l AN
Russia as part of the Swiss-Rus
Thre will be & few hundred events organized
to celebrate the year, and the art fair is one
of the most important events e

gram. Ths is why we have n(:cw-d to show
also have a

tured, an exrer ety e
tice that the first t

European art. There is a strong love

ian galleres. \ pressionists. In furniture, there is not much
much stronges presence fr welers, and  interest in the 18th century but much more
we have also decided to put an accent on  for At Deco. There is also interest e

contemparary art. pora

art, but it is very new.

Will the works be on sale?
During the fair we do not sell, but at the end, if
they ke it, they can reserve i,

Who attends the fair, and how will it de-
valop in the future?

It is a meeting place where people linked with
art can get in contact. We have a lot of visit-
ors - thousands of art dealers from all over &
the worki, Qur ambition s not to be a purely §
Moscow salon. Collectors g0 to the big art £
fairs, like Basel and Maastricht, and &t's the =
same clientele who come here. It wil be a 2
piace that no one can ignore. Then our ambk
tion is to bring clientele from the Far East. B
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